Forensic Science Course Syllabus
Ms. Clarissa Bay
COURSE OVERVIEW
This lab-based course covers the foundational principles of Physical and Biological sciences as outlined in the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS). The course is framed around the themes of current techniques used in applying physical, chemical,
and biological sciences to the realm of crime solving. The students will learn the inter-workings of DNA and genes, molecular
and genetic research biology, and will analyze fingerprints, hairs, fibers, blood splatter ballistics, and the criminal mind.
Critical thinking, data analysis, and argumentation from evidence are also emphasized.
Website: Google classroom will be used to keep students up to date.
Class Code: v4q3cq
Letter Grade Criteria
The following grading scale is used in this course:
A

90-100%

An “A” letter grade communicates that a student has mastered, at a very high level, the academic
learning of the course.

B

80-89.4%

A “B” letter grade communicates that a student has the academic learning of a course strongly in
place and is well equipped to move forward.

C

70-79.4%

A “C” letter grade communicates that a student has a basic understanding of the academic
learning of the course.

D

60-69.4%

A “D” letter grade communicates that a student has less than a basic understanding of the
academic learning of the course.

F

Below 59.5%

An “F” letter grade communicates that a student has not mastered enough academic learning in
the course to receive credit.

Assessment Scoring and Multiple Opportunities
● Learning targets will be assessed using tests, written work (such as lab reports or essays), presentations, and/or other
creative means. Rubrics for each learning target will be used to rate a student’s performance on each supporting target.
Tests will be on one learning target and organized by supporting target.
● If you want to improve your score for a learning target, a test retake would need to be completed. In order to retake,
however, you must have all homework, activities, labs, and warm-ups done for that unit (all unit work). You only need
to retake the supporting target(s) that you want to improve. This means that if you study and do well on the test the
first time, you will have fewer (or no) supporting targets to retake. Retakes need to be completed by the date assigned
by the teacher for that unit. This will generally be 2 weeks after the test is returned.
● If required, the third opportunity to demonstrate your learning will be the semester final.
● In order to prepare for tests, during each unit you will take a quiz or a few mini-quizzes before the test. The quizzes do
not count as part of your grade, but rather serve as a practice for the test and an indicator of where your strengths and
weaknesses are so that you can prepare for the test more effectively.
● To improve scores on non-test assessments (such as lab reports), a repair or redo will be done, depending on the
assignment and the extent needed to fix the work. Students will be told how to fix non-test assessments on a case-bycase basis.
● Due dates are firm in this class. Test dates are non-negotiable and if students are absent the day of a test they need to
make it up on the first access tutorial day that they return to school. For assignments that are turned in, there are two
due dates. The first due date is your only chance to turn it in with the option of repairing it (the repair is due by the
second due date). If the first due date is missed then the second due date is the last opportunity to turn in that
assignment. If the assignment is still not turned in by the final due date then the target(s) for that assignment will
receive an N (no evidence) with no chance of make up. Final due dates will generally be 1 to 1.5 weeks after the paper
is returned to the student.
● Parents: please note that this means students will not have grades for each unit's academic learning targets until the
end of the unit test. Our philosophy behind this is that students should be able to practice (with quizzes, labs, and
activities) before they are assessed for a grade. Because students can retake tested targets, this means that their grade is
not set in stone until the end of the term. However, please note that all retakes for an a test must be completed by the
due date, otherwise they have to wait until the final to improve their grade. It is not possible to improve more than 4
academic supporting targets on the final.
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Units of study for Forensic Science: This is what we will be learning and how we will evaluate a student’s learning:
Unit 1: Study of Forensic Science
History and Development of Forensic Science Chapter 1
Observation, CSI and Lab Techniques Chapter 2 and 7 (microscope)
Death- Meaning, Manner, Mechanism, Cause &Time Chapter 2
Forensic Anthropology & Entomology Chapter 2
Unit 2: Biological Forensic Evidence
Trace Evidence (Hair/Fiber; Pollen/soil; Glass; Casts) Chapter 3, 4, 11, 12
Fingerprints Chapter 15
DNA Fingerprints Chapter 9
Drug ID and Toxicology Chapter 5 & 6
Handwriting, Forgery and counterfeiting Chapter 17 & 18
Unit 3: Physical Forensic Evidence
Arson/Fire investigatioin & Explosions Chapter 13 & 14
Blood and Blood Spatter Chapter 8 and 10
Tool Marks and Ballistics Chapter 16
Unit 4: Forensic Study of Criminal Behavior
Psychological Profiling and Interrogations/Confessions

CONTACT INFORMATION
Ms. Bay

bay_clarissa@silverfalls.k12.or.us

Geology Course Syllabus: Student and Parent Signature
Parents and/or Guardians, please sign on the line below to indicate that you have read the Biology course syllabus (you do not
need to detach this part of the page--we will just check it off--and your student may keep the entire syllabus for reference).
Please do not hesitate to contact your student’s teacher with any questions or comments you may have regarding the class or
your student. Please note our website address as it will be a valuable resource for you to keep up to date on test dates,
homework, and other daily information on the calendar. Files your students need in case of absence will also be posted there. In
addition, please ensure that your student has a 1” binder and paper with 4 dividers (one for each learning target per semester) that
is dedicated to this class only.
We look forward to this year and working with your student.
_____________________________
Student Name (print)

_____________________________
Student Signature Signature

_________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

______________
Date

_____________
Date
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