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Graduation Plan 2020 

Dear Class of 2020 and Parents, 

We are excited to be putting this celebration on to honor the Class of 2020. Since the last email that was 

sent out, there have been some questions that have come up, and a conversation with representatives at 

ODE, that have required us to make one small adjustment to our plan for graduation and to reinforce our 

requirements for this event. The adjustment will be for us to move the location from the front of the 

school to the area between the North and South lots of the school. As warm weather and length of 

ceremony could be an issue, we need to make sure that cars that are in our lot are able to have windows 

rolled down while present. Per ODE Guidance for Graduation Ceremonies (attached), as long as there is a 

car length (one parking space) between cars, windows can be rolled down, provided all people in the car 

are wearing face coverings. We realize this is not ideal. However, this guidance is handed down by the 

state and we are required to follow it in order to maintain the safety of everyone present. It has also been 

suggested to move the ceremony to 6pm in order to account for possible warmer weather. 

 

Date/Time: June 4, 2020, 6:00pm  

 

Location: North and South Parking Lots in front of Silverton High School (adjacent to athletic complex 

 

Number of Graduates: 296 

 

Priorities for Class of 2020 and Parents (per survey):  

1) Hold a ceremony as close to the original date as possible (June 4th). The feeling was that a 

delayed event would mean that many would not be able to attend. 

2) Have a ceremony with the entire class together. The students want to see their friends graduate. 

 

Non-Negotiables per ODE Guidance: We cannot stress these restrictions enough. There will be 

monitors roaming the lots. We want everyone to safely enjoy the ceremony and be able to honor the Class 

of 2020. However, anyone not following these guidelines will be asked to leave. 

• Masks to be worn by all outside of cars (and inside if windows are rolled down)  

• Social distance guidelines to be recognized at all times.  

• Immune-compromised persons should not attend the ceremony.  

• Any person with cold/flu-like (COVID-like) symptoms should not attend the ceremony. 

 

 

Plan: This would consist of a combination of a drive-up/in-person ceremony. Per ODE Guidance on 

graduation, an in-person ceremony cannot consist of more than 24 people in a gathering. However, in a 

drive-through ceremony there is no limit to the number of cars that can be put in a lot as long as there is a 

space between cars (if windows are down). We have a plan that would allow us to have all 296 graduates 

at the ceremony and never have more than 24 people out of cars at any particular time. 
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We will allow every candidate for graduation to have one car. They can bring as many to graduation as 

can fit safely in their car (standard size passenger vehicles only. no RVs, Limos, etc.). Stage will be set up 

right in the pass through between the two lots. With creative planning, there will be enough room for all 

graduates to be parked/staged with a parking space between each car. 

 

Cars will be organized in the lot by order of name called for walking. The cars will be arranged in the lot 

in groups of 10 (perhaps fewer depending on a few factors). Ceremony will begin like any other 

graduation ceremony: Welcome, Commencement Address to the Class of 2020, Valedictorian Speech. 

Then we move into the names of the graduates. The first groups of 10 will begin, in their cars, on the 

inner bends (nearest the entrance to the athletic complex) of both lots, facing the school. The 10 students 

on one side will exit their cars, staying a car’s length away from one another and wearing face coverings. 

They will walk to the center walkway between the school and athletic complex. When their name is read, 

they will come up the center of the stage and receive their diploma (cover) from Board Chair, Jonathan 

Edmonds. They will exit the stage to the side that their accompanying car is. The people that are in the 

accompanying car will have a close and unobstructed view of their graduate walking across the stage and 

receiving their diploma. There will be a picture taken as they come across the stage. They will exit the 

stage on the other side where there will be another picture taken. The student will return to their car. At 

this point cars can either return to a parking spot to watch the rest of the graduates or are free to exit 

campus. 

All pictures will be taken by professional photographers and will be available for download, free of 

charge to families. 

 

We believe we can keep a constant rotation of students, never having more than 24 people out of cars at 

one time, through the ceremony. It goes without saying that this ceremony will take longer than a 

traditional ceremony (approximately 3 hours, perhaps longer). 

 

This is the nuts and bolts of it. There are a lot of logistics that are not represented here. This includes 

people working to organize cars, restrooms, presence of law enforcement, technology, live streaming of 

the event, FM frequency, etc. There are plans that include all of this.  

 

Thank you 

Wade Locket 
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